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Report presented to the Coﬁmittee on Crime and
Correction, Chairman Vernon Kilpatrick, by
Bertram Edises, General Counéel of the East Bay
Civil Rights Congress and Hursel W. Alexander,
Executive Secretery, and a delegation of people .
representing the Richmond, Oakland and Bay View
Branches of the Civil Rights Congress, Alameda
County Independent Progressive Party, ILVIU #6,
Llameda County Communist Party and the Alameda

County CIO Council,

Interested Assemblymen present were: John E.
Moss, Harlan Hagan, A. F., Hawkins, W. M, Rumford,

Je Lo McCormick, Committee Investigator.

Saturday, June 18, 1949
Sacramento, Californis



l. Frank EDMONDS, September 20, 1948, kicked in stomach at 6th
street Lock=up.

2. Stanley WILSON, January 4, 1949, struck in solar plexus by a
Service Division officer in the receiving room at the
Oakland City Jail,

3. Melvin E. CUNNINGHAM, Januery 8, 1949, kicked in the abdomen,
bladder ruptured by Patrol Wagon driver Robert E. Leen.

4, Williem C. BROWN, February 25, 1949, struck in stomach in book~
ing office of Qakland City Jail.

5. Andrew L. HINES, April 17, 1949, shot and killed by Patrolman
Spencer 0O, Amundsena,

6. Annie Lee HARRIS, April 23, 1949, held for three days in the
Oakland City Jail without charge for a "health check-up."

7. George B. McDANIEL, Mey 11, 1949, struck with club and fists by
Inspector Charles Wood at the Oeskland City Hall in "+third
degree" questioning.

In each of the above cases efforts have been made without
success to bring about a change in the methods of the Oaltland police
department. In each case, with the exception of the last two listed
where no findings have been reported, police department investigations
have resulted in vindication of the officers involved.

Earlier in 1947 a traffic officer Lloyd E. Hunt was charged
with using unnecessary physical force in arresting Mrs. Ceda Cowen,
1230 Campbell strect. Ilirs., Cowan was in turn charged with battery
against Hunt, consisting of allegedly throwing cherry pits at the
officer, and for resisting arrest. The case ended in & hung jury,
Charges against Mrs. Cowan were dropped. .

In July, 1947, Hunt was adjudged guilty of using extreme
force against Alonzo Striklin, manager of the El1 Rey theatre. Chief
of Police Robert P. Tracy suspended Hunt for 60 days. Hunt is still
on the police force,

Sporadic efforts by widely divergent community groups and
organizations to end such outbreaks of violence hove been successe
fully stymied to date by the Police Department which has, in the main
conducted the investigations of charges against itself.

The establishment of a Mayor!s Committee on Civie Unity
which has been engaged in an independent investigation of several
recent cases for months was looked to as a possible forward stepe
The Committee, however, lacking subpoena power and funds has been
hampered severely.

(continued)
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The following statemonts on the above~listcd cases have

been drawn up to indicate the goneral pattorn of Oaklend police meth-
ods, especially in its rcletionship with minority groups.

Although
reports show that police excessos arc not restricted to Wegro cit=-
izens==-2all principals in the seven cases listod are Negrocs.

RRHR AP AN

FRANK McKINLEY EDMONDS

Fronk M, Edmonds, 2434 Adelinc Strcet, Oakland, rcported
he w as arrested on or about 1:30 a. m, Scptember 21, 1948, near the

corner of Washington and 7th stroet in downtown Ozkland on 2 charge
of being drunk.

Arresting officers wore A. Jo Matulich and G, D. Stecwart,

Edmonds staoted that he was sitting in his parked car with
a friend, Walter Handy, Jre., 521 Henry strect, showing him o map with
the aid of a flashlight when the two officers appeared.

Taken to the "Sixth Strect Lock-Up" betweon Broadway and
Washington, an omergency dctention center located in & firchouse,

Edmonds said hc protested his arrest and was kicked in the abdomen by
Officer Matulich and called a "black son=of=-z=pitch." Hc wcs thon
taken to the City Hall prison, booked and rcleased on $25 bail,

Upon
his rcleasc Edmonds reportcd another officer warncd him “not to be
ceught on the strects of Oakland again.”

Edmonds! inability to appcar in court the following day
was tcstified by George V. Vandevert, MsDe, 3223 Tclegraph Ave.,
Oakland. ‘

In thecir rcport the arresting officcers volunteercd the ine

formation that Edmonds had told them he was drinking to relicve pain
caused by o stomach aillment,

Edmonds was found guilty on tho drunk charge by Police
Judge Chris Je. Fox on October 1, 1948.

On the same day a delegation
c¢cllcd on Chioef of Police Tracy and was promiscd an investigetion
would be mode, On the delcegation were Paul Heido, Presidont of the
CI0 Internctional Longshorcmen & Warchouscmen's Union Local #6;

Olc Fagerhcugh, then scerotery of the Alamcda County CIO Council;
Claudc O. 4llcn, then cditor of The Bcacon, West Oakland wooklys;

knn Yonish, Exccutivo Dircector of the East Bay Civil Rights Congress;
Joscph Melic, Scerctary of the Alameda County Indepcndent Progressive
Party and Bortram Ediscs, Civil Rights Congroess Genoral Counsecl,

Tho investigation brought no rcesults.
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STANLEY WILSON

AFFIDAVIT OF STANLEY C. WILSON

STATE OF CALIFORNIA)

) ss
COUNTY OF ALLMEDA )

STANLEY C. WILSON, being first duly sworn, deposes and says:

My name is Stanley C. Wilson and I am an American of Negro
ancestry and I rcoside with my wife and child at 1536 Harmon Strect,
Berkecley, On Tucsday, Jenuary 4, 1949 at about a querter to 5 peme
o'clock I went to ths office of the clerk of the Police Court at the
City Hall in Oakland to post bail in the sum of $14.00 in conncction
with a traffic offense (spceding). The clerk declined to accept the
bail and I was arrested as & defaulting defendant and teken to a room
on the main floor of the City Hall, adjoining the Service Division.
Nothing unusual happened until my wifc, who is a whitc person, came in
to see me. After she left I noticed that the officers began to act in
& hostile manncr toward mc. First I was questioned at length, then
searched, then roquired to take off my shoes and stockings, which were
turncd inside out, thon I was told to stand ageinst a wall in my bare
feete I stood there for abo ut five minutes and then asked for per-
mission to put my socks and shoes on. This was granted and as I was
pulling on my left sock while still standing against the wall, an
officer told me, "Pick up your things and take them over there," point=
ing to a bonche I asked him if I could finish putting my sock on first
The officer then grabbed me roughly by my shouldcrs, shoved me across
the room, and slammed me forcefully ageainst the walle. When I turned
around anothecr officer hit me a terrific blow in the solar plexus. I
fell to the floor, doubled up and groaninge A co uple of officers
came over and picked me up and threw me on the floor of the jail cl=
evator., They threw my shocs in afterwards,

A11 of the foregoing took placc in a littlc room just off
tho servics desk at around 6:00 p.m. on the cvening of Tucsday, Jan=
vary 4, 1949, Evcrything that took plece could be seen in the Service
Division office through a large glass window.

My behavior was rospoctful zt all times and I gave absolute-
1y no provocatic-~ for this violont atteck, I am convinced that the
treatment given me woes on account of my color and because of the fact
that I, a Nogro, am married to a white wifc,

(signed) Stanley Wilson

Subseribed 2nd sworn to before me
this 17 dcy of January, 1949.

(signed) Elizaboth White
Notary Public In and for the
County of Alamcdao, State of California

(econt inued)
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Mrnloy Wileon

Repentod offorta by Wileon to oonfront his anttnokera wore
rofusod by the l'oldos Depaprbmonts A simplo donlal on the purt of
tho Hervies Divietlon offloers wes sufflolent inveatigntion for the
Dopartment to welte fnla to tho oasou.

On duby ot bho tdme ho woe abtuolkod wore two emorgonoy
of floore Thomas We Brippge and Willdiom Singlodoolkor.

LTI L I

WILLIAM Oy DROWN

Williem O Drown, 1226 Myrtle Strouvt, Oaklund, young Arvimy
vobtoran who sorvod oversons throvo yonras In ocombut onginoora. it tho
timo of hie arrost ho wae unemployod but un approntioco oarpontor and
momber of ANL Qurpontors Union Loool #30.

Drown wae arrcatod ot approximatoely 10:30 peme Fobruary
AN at tho Rite OCarfo, 1710 Marlut Stroevt, for disturbing tho ponoo,
When he protoatod Innooonoco a putrolwapon drivor allogodly cursod
hin and shoved him agudnet o wall of the buildinge Whon tokon to tho
Oty Hdl, Drown roportod that tho drivor told a booklng offlooer,

Wihia puy'e 6 smopt oson=of'=o=bitoh,"

Prown seid the booklng offloor slugpud him in the atomooh=
that he wam struel sovorul timos In tho booklng offico mad the Jjaill
olovutors Droun poatod ¢$26 budll whioh ho forfultod.

Uhe noxt morning, Scturday, Fobruary 26, Brown roportod
the inoldont to & polloo ocrpbain who had hin oxaminod by a dootor
in the Oity MHalle Tho dootor, DBrown roportod, told him his astomaoh
Horonens was ontwed by o Hlove

Nothing furthor somo of tho Invoatlgotion whon the Polioo
Coptrin told him tho wtory was "hard to bollove."

LR S TR T AL

MILVIN CUNGINGIAM

Melvin Its Ounningham, 44, 1011l = 14th Street, Oalkland, a
maohinint end wmember of the CIO Steclworkers Unlon Looul #1%04, ro=
orted he was Jcdoked in the abdomen betweon 12 noon and 1 peme Junuary

, at the entranoe to the Lulklund City Juil by a patrol wagon driven
named Robert lis Leons

Ihe ledole onumod a ruptured bladdor, Cunninpgham'sa aworn
statament before a polioe court Jury velutod that hin efforta to aow
oure the service of n dootor were ilgnored by Jall attondunts. 1o waa
not tuken to the lighland County Honpltal f'or an omorpenoy operat ion
until 15 hours aufter the injury was Inflloted,

(oontinued)
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Melvin £ Cunninghom

M oporation Sunday morning, Jonuary 9 was credited with
saving his 1ifo.

Cunningham was arrested neor the cornor of l4th ond Brush
on tho way to his home by patrolman Ralph L. Yetherboe (6613) aftor
a vislt to the offico of Attorney Samuel Gold in the Bunk of Amorica
building nt 12th and Broadway. Ho wna charged with boing drunk. An
Ouklond police court jury later found him 'not gullty'! of the drunk
chargo,

Wethorbee colled a putrol waogon driven by Loen(5334) and
attended by Officer Prul L. Kitchey (6500)e According to Cunninpgham's
testimony, Loen cullod him o "bluck son=-of=o=bitch" while en routo
to the City Hall, Cunningliam scid ho voiced rosontument ot Leen's ree=

mark to Ritchoy,

"Whon we got to tho eity juil," Cunningham said, "the drive
or (Leon) openod tho buok door. Tho other officer (Hitchey) got out
first. Then I stopped out behind him. Just as I stopped out the
driver kicked mo right in tho stomuch,"

Cunningham eaild ho was thon drugpoed into the jail whore he
Gokod an unidontificd recoiving officor to lot him usc a telephone to
enll a dootor, ocomplaining that he was badly hurt,

Instosd of gotting o doector to examine tho prisonecr the
offlcor struck Cunninghom in the stomneh with his flet., Zventually
he was placod in the drunk tunk of tho jail on the 13th floor., It
was not until the Jailera! shift ohengod at midnight that he was fine
ally sent to Hipghlend,

Ho was rolonscd from tho hoapltal Junuary 26

On Mureh 19 tho pollce ecourt jury roturned tho 'not guilty!
vordict aftor hecring theo tostimony of 13 polico officers which cov=
orod ovonts from tho tilme Cunninghom wos orrosted until ho was takon
to Highlend, as woll as inspootors roports on the pollce dupartumontts

Invostigntion of hils 1Injury.

hecording to Inspector Jowoph Me Bortoglio, who testifiocd
at the triul, tho police wore wnnble to find out how and whore Cunne

inghem rocoived tho bladdor rupturc, although the rosidont surpgoon of
Highlond liospitel, Dre Clyn Smith, tootificd thet 1t was “highly im-
probablo” thot any onc could walk about with such an injury ovon undor
tho sodative influonco of aleohol == whioch would pluco tho timo and
placo of tho injury after his arrost and whilo in custody of tho '

polico.

Typloal of tho tostimony of tho polico was that of jailor
Curl Ae Lofuotodt (50665) who filled out forms to sond Cunningham to
Highlend,

Uning o stondoardpolico form whioch was Introducod in ovie
doneo at the trial, Lofstodt testificd that Ounninpghem gave the foll=
owing answers to tho quontionnairoes

(sontinuod)
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Melvin Cunningham

produced and the statement of the delegation, the case warranted fur=-
ther Investigation which he would start on immediately and report

his findings to the Civil Rights Congress and the delegation. No
report from lMr. Tracy Las been received by.the CeR.Ce to this datc,

Currently investigating the cuse is the Mayor's Committee
for Clvic Unity. It has brought in no findings, although its inves=-
tigation has beon going on for nearly three months,

Throughout, the attitude of the police department has becn
defensive, docvotcd to protecting the members of the department, rathe-
er than uncovening the truth. The City Attorney's office has consid-

crod the caso a matter of litigation rather than a search for the
truth. :

The difference between this case and numerous other cascs
rcported through the yeers is that Mre Cunningham!s bladder was rup-
tured, a fact that cannot be denied. Efforts by the police to deter=-

mine that the injury w as inflicted outsidec their custody have per-
sisted,

ANDKREW L. HIIES

Andrew Lo Illines, 36, unemployed cannery worker who resided
at 1067 - 37th Strect, Emeryville, was shot and killed Easter Sunday

morning, April 17, 1949, by Oakland patrolman Spencer O. Amundsen,
25.

81 though Amundsen said he shot Hines in self=defense, the
victim w as unarmed and according to the original story of key wit=
ness Enoch liillor, Jr, in whosc apartment at 1057 = 37th st., the
shooting occured, Hincs made no threatoning gesture toward Armindsen,

Amugdson t?%d a cor?nors' Jury a story which did not
meatch Ehe o?iglnal police version thaﬁ Amundsen had made a "oun blufe"
--had "reached toward a pocket" in a "throatening gesturc.”

The policoman said he observed Hines outsido the rooming
house early Sunday morning and suspected him of "prowling." He appe=
roached Hines with drawn gun and ordercd him to raisec his hands,

"I noticed the man acting suspiciously in the shadows of
the building adjaccnt to 1057 - 37th strect," Amundsen testified
(Hines 1livcd in a rear apartment at the house). "I crossed the stroet
and put my flashlight on. hime I told him %o get his hands up,"

"The men (Hines) put his hands up and osked me what was
wronge And I told him I wanted to know what he wes doing. At that
time hc said, 'I'm not doing anything' and he started to lower his
hands, and I teld nim to put them up cgain."

(continucd)
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Andrew L. Hines

"He (Hines) kept trying to lower his hands...and making
motions. I took him to the door., He started to lower his hands
again. He was mumbling something under his breath. I shoved the
door open (Qoor to Miller's ground floor apartment) and told Mr.
Hines to go in and kcop his hands up. He got in the 1light - the
room was well 1lit up = I noticed his coat was opens..something

about the way the coat was hanging that thero might have becn some-
thing in his back pocket."

"He started to lower his hands. I had to tell him sev=-
eral times %o keop them up. He turned around and lowercd his hands.
I told him to keep his hands up. I shot with the intention of hitt=-

ing him in the arm to disarm him. He stood there a minute and then
he keeled over."

Hines was declared dead on arrival at Highland Hospital

from bloeding caused by the bullet wound in the right side of his
bOdYa

The coroners! jury handed down a decision of justifiable
homicide.,

According to Miller's original story, altecred slightly,
but not in any greatly significent detuil at the inquest -~ Hines
did lower his hands upon entering the room wherc he had been a few
minutes before Amundsen accosted him == a natural rcaction of z man
who 1s suspccting of being a "peeping tom" or “prowler" when he is
confronted by the occupants of an apartment who are fricnds -- in thre

knowledge that they will identify him as e resident of the house anc
not as a lawbreaker.

Miller added that Hines was shaking budly in the face of
the levelled pistol==that whon Amundsen ordcered him to “get your
hands up" == Hines! arms were in a half=-cooked position , as if he
were trying to raise his arms but was suffsring from semi=paralysis
caused by intense fright,.

There vere threc witnesses in the room inecluding Miller.
They were his cousin, Mrs. Lena Loc, 47, & widow, ond Edward Davis,
3439 Mabel Strcet, Osklard, who waes lying on a bed. Hrs. Loe and
Miller wore in almost direct linc of fire from Amundscn's gun,

There 1s no testimony by any of the witnesses that Hines
mede a "gun bluff" or thet the shooting was in any way provolked by
Hines, cxcept for the fact that he did not raise his haonds whon
fmundsen shouted at him.

Hines loft several near relatives in the Bay Area. Efforts
by his faemily to bring cbout the prosocution of Amundsen have failed,
The Alameda County District Attorney J. Frank Coakley dissuaded them

on the basis of tho unrcliability of the witnesses.

A request for tho suspension of /rmndsen was made beforc
the Oakland City Council by the Ministerial [flliancc headod by tho
Revercnd Ge. Linwood Feuntleroy, Jlliance Prosident, and pastor of
the Greatsr Cooper he Me Eo Zion Church, 1420 Myrtle Street, Oakland,
on May 5the

(continucd)



(continued = police brutelity)

page 9
Androw L, Hines

The City Council ordercd the lMayor's Committee on Civie
Unity to Investigate and report back within 30 days, The Committce
has since requested an extension of time.

Reverend Fauntleroy was named to the Committee during
the investigution.

A $150,000 damage claim has boen filed against the City,
City Monager John Hassler, ex=-chiof of police Robert P. Tracy, and

members of the City Council by Hinese! sister, Mrs., Exie Lce Hudson,
3136 West Strect, Oakland.

The c¢laim as in the case of several others, was referred
automatically to the city's insurance carrier, the Pacific Indernity

Company with offices in the Central Bank Building, 14th and Broad=-
way, Oakland,

A check of Amundsen's c¢ivil sorvice record reveals only
that he was appointed Novembor 1, 1947, was suspended once for tard-

iness and in June, 1948, for roporting to work in an intoxicated
conditione

fmundscen is still on the forcc.

L R PR R

MRS, /NUIE LEE HLRRIS

The following lotter addressed to Oakland Police Captain
by the East Bay Civil Rights Congress general counsel, Bertram Ediscs,
contains the relcvant facts rogarding the detontion of Mrs, Harris
by the polico. :

& follow=up letter was finally answered by Chief of
Police Lester Jo Divines Divine wrote that the matter had been ro=
ferred to City Attorney John Collier.

May 9, 1949

Captain Ora E, Rhodes
Oakland Policc Departmeont
City Hall
Odr land, California
In re: fuinie Lee Harris

Dear Captain Rhodes:

In accordance with our telephone conversation of Moy 3,
1949, I give you herewith the facts which have come to my attention
reogarding this case,

On Saturday night, April 23, 1949, at about a half hour
past midnight, Mrs, fnnie Lee¢ Harris of 2930 .avalon Avenue, Berkeloy,

(continued)



(continued = pclicc brutality) page 10
tnnie Lee Harris

was stopped by four police officers near the corner of tenth and

Broadwey. &b the time Mrs, Harris wes on her way to 12th and Broad-
way to teke a taxicab homne,

One of the officers said to her, "What have you bsen doe
ing with your big black belly?" Another said, "When was the last
time you saw a doctor?" Stating that they were going to give hor a
V.D check up, they called the wagon md took her to the city jail
where she was held until Tuesday, .April 26, at about 5:00 p.m., a
period of nezrly threce days. The medical tests were negative,

Mrs, Harris is a recspectable Negro-Amcrican, thirty-six
years of eges She 1s married and has no children. She has been a
resident of this county since 1943, and is employed as a cook in
the home of Mrse. Fo Po Farquhar, wheore she residese. Mrs., Harris has
never beforec been arrested. Prior to this incident she had no police
record of any kinde. Despite the fact that she was purportedly de-
tained under the provisions of the Health and Safcty Code, and not

as a criminal or suspected criminal, she was fingerprinted and "muzge=
ed" at the I,D, Bureau,

I am informed thet 1% is common practice for members of
your department to dctain persons for V. D. Investigetion in the ab-
sence of any criminal charge. My understanding of the law is that
such detentions arc wholly illegal for the following reasonss

le. Sections 2554=2574 of the Health and Safety Code,
which preosumably are tho seetions relied on, apply only to “health
officers," The phrose "health officer" as defined in Scetion 2500
of the Health and Safety Code does not include policemens

2+ Even bona fide health officers cannot detain an ine
dividual for investigation of 2 communiccble disease in the absence
of probable cause for belief that the arrested person is discased.
Probable cause means morc than a mere suspicion; it means possessing
positive information based on the prior record of the individual cone-
cer - or othor dofinitc knowledge. For a full discussion, sce

In re Martin, 83 C. 5s (2d) 164, Sce also In re Milstead, 44 C. A
249; 1In re Shepard, 51 Ce 4e 149; In ro 4rata, 52 C. /e 280; In re
June King, 128 G- iie) 2Ty

Therc is a sound reason for the rule of law limiting the
right of quarantine detention to health officers and requiring rease
onable grounds to bellove the person infected. Persons held in cuare
antine are not bailablc. accordingly, if police officoers may arrest
on more susplecion, or without any grounds at all, as in the instant
cacze, the result would be to make the liberty of every citizen sube
ject to the uncontrolled whim of cvery policcman. The constitutional

gucrantees cgeinst arbitrary arrest and detention would thus be set
at naught,

I will apprcciate your iInquiring into the circumstancos
surrounding the arrest eond detention of Mrs. Harris and letting mo
know the reosult. I would also like to know what legal basis, if oy,
the Police Departmont rcgards as justifying detention of citizens

(continued)
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Goorge Be McDanilel

He thon marchoed thom into another room und shut the door, whille he
wont Into the front rooms They could hear him. Vhen he had gono

from them, she rushed next door to anothor project and told a boy
namod , “Harry",

Chalrman Desky directed quostions at Mrs. McDaniel from
time to time to holp olerify points in hor story. She said whon‘tho
man stoted his name was "Wilson" and sho oponed the door, she had
nover soen him before. Hor Aunt, Mrs. Clyde Braggs was visiting with
her on that morninge "Wilson" said he know tho Aunt. Tho Aunt said
she did not lmow hime $1500 was in the trunk. "Wilson" did not sce
the $1500,00 as it was in paper and wrappod in clothes., He got tho
$54.00. ‘The trunk was in the front rooms "Wilson" entered by the
kitchen door and went directly to the trunk. Mrse. McDanilel said her
13 year old deughter told her later that Wilson had come to tho house
a week boforc, but tho daughter did not let him in the housce. At
that time he had also knocked and whon the girl asked who it was, he
said, "Wilson". The monoy had boen in the trunk, she guessed, about
six monthse Mrs, MoDanicl said the money belonged to her, her husbgnd
and her mother=in-law. The mothor=in-law, Mrs. Howard, had earncd
this money by working at Naval Supply Contor, she explained, when
the Chairman questioned the source of irs. Howard's income., Mrs,
Howard is stoadily cmployed now, she said. Mrs. Bragg's husbend works
at Naval Air Station. His nome is Grant Bragpse Grant had said he
knew "Wilson"s (This, since the robbory.) Mrs. Howard lives with

the McDaniel family. Mrs. Howard gave the money to Mrs, McDaniel to
put in the trunk.

Mr. Avakian questioned lirs. MeDaniel as to whother Mra,
Howard knew that Mrse licDanicl did not let people in the house withe

out knowing who they were. Mrs, Howurd know about this, Mrs. MeDane
iel replied.

Reverend Fauntleroy pointed out that when Mrs. McDaniel

said tho “monoy belongoed to her, hor husband and mothor=-in=law™, she
was including the $54.00.,

Chairman Dosky called upon Mr. MoDaniel to rolate his
story.

Ge B. McDanlel statod he was 39 years of age, and had
ebout a fifth grede oducation.

Chalrman Dosky asked him about the statement which he

made in writing to the Chiof of Polices (If he had written it hime
Selfo)

McDaniel coxplainod that his boss had sont him to Mr. Feprne
hoff (F. Bort) and Mr. Fornhoff sent hin to the Chiof of Police,
whoere he talkod with two lileutenants who put his statement in writing.

Chairman Dosky explalned that the words in the stetoment
vers not nocessarily MeDanicl'!s.

McDaniel oxplained that he first knew about the robbory
when he was at work. His wife had boen too upset and had somcone

(eont inued)
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(eorga Ny Mobuniola

olao phovo hine  The lady who phoned him sadd moroly, "3nmu homao
ot onoa's  Mobantel thought 4t wne ono of his ohildpen that wap
011200y Ho add nob know ab that timo whot had hopponeds When hoe
arvived homsy he was told, “wo vore robbed"s Ho suid ho was glod
thony beaiwse none of hie ehildron hnd boon killed, Vhen tho man
from the Polloo Dapartment enme to btako fingorprintn, hin wifo was
bold to tako the lengnnub of the trunk. Whon she d1id, Movuniql
notlood that an old gun woa minwing from 1ts placo in tho trunk.
This puan, ho explodnod, ommo from Mr, Bomiss's ronoh, (n%n omployor)
When ho anme homo hds wifo wos thoro with Mreos Hownrds  This was
aftor 2100 pmy  MoDandol wont o the Poldoo Dopartmont the noxt Aoy
Lo woe Inapoobors Chuardoes Wood and John Je Marphys Ho askod thon
i hhnx had "oaught the mun with tho gun"s 1o oxplained that ho

theught whoovor hnd takon the money, tool tho mune end whoover had
the guany thot was bhe man who did the job.

Upon aquestiondng by Mre Dosky, MoDaniol oxplninod he had

Juat naked the Inapootor "if thoy had oought the man with the gun”
nothing aleo,

Mo Inspootors showed MoDanlel a gun and askod 1f that
wos tho onoe Mo mald A6 was, 'ho gun, ho oxpluinod, belongod to

romeohae at Beminste panoh who hud askod him to tuko enro of its It
had beon in the Upunle about @ yonyn,

MoDaniol molated tho folloving 4n his own words:

"Whon I eamo to the City Hall, the Inopostors showoed mo
A guny whioh 1 Ldentifded ae tho samo ono in my trunk. Thoy said too

oome huok tho noxt day at 0100 AMe I oamos A nulghbor of mino, Mr,
Nowby browrht mo to the Olty Nnlle  Mre Nowby wodtod outsido on o
benoh snd I wont in to o big room, (

Innpootors!' room) to talk with -
tho Inapoatorss Thoy naked 4f I lehow "

1113ama" (Wilson)e T snid
I had moon him, but did not know hime  Tho told ms to toll Mr,

Nowby to go homo as I wan ?ntnm to Juil, did thut, Thoy took me
in the elevutor to the Jailds I had nevor boon in any jail bofore in

m% 1ifoy  Thoy took me in a moom ond brouwsht 4n tho man W11l tanu"
(Wileon] An front of mos Mo mon sodd

'Ouor§u, dldn't you givo mo
thin pun to pob your house¥'! I told him, 'Fe)lov, do you thinlke 114
over rlve You a pun Lo 1rob my own houﬂlJ?' Thiﬂ man (B¥11 Willillml})
olatmod ho pavo tho mun to mo at o bull par

ke I'vo novor boon to a
ball yurk. Thin oll happoned in front of

| the two off'1oora, Thoy
Yool VIAL1dams awaye  Inapootor Wood told mo T wan "in with Wil)1uma,

Ho anid, 'Ihio men (WAlldume) 1o tolling tho truth and you are lyingd
Inapootor Wood boot mes  Ho mlnypod my fooo hurde Mado me fold my
hande bohind my hoads  (Mobanlol Allustratod thine) llo took hie
fdata and atruolk mo in the stomuoh,"

AU o0 Quention from Ohaimnon Dosky, MoDaniol anid ho did
not Imow how many tinos Inapootor Wood Wit him,

MoDunlol aontinuwed: "Inwapootor Murphy did not touoh 1Mo
hapaotor Mood on)led mo nomosy  (Ho mont tonod the namess )  Ho lelols
od my loft log twioas Tho Inopootor then Lloft nnd told mo to wnlt
ut tho buprbor shops I waltod un hour, Thoy enmoe buok and nnld,

(oontinued)
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Goorpo Be Mobanlol

fove Pountloroy oxplained that the Police secmed to think
thet ho (Mebundiol) was beat up betwoon the timo he left here cond
timo he roncliod his homos

Upon a quontion direeted to him by Chalrman Desky, MeDon=
101 ropliod ho had nover fought with anyone in his 1ifc. Thot ho
woe o rogulor church momber.

Ohadrman Dosky askod Mre, McDanicl to come forward agaln
uhd thon aeked hor 4f sho had soen MeDaniol beforc he left for the
Police stotion on tho morning he was to be at the City Holl.

Mrne MoDanlol sald "yos" ond thet he was alright,

Ohoirman Dosky askod 1f she had soen him when he got out
of Judl,

3ho roplioed, "yos" ond that his left oyo was bloodshot;
hie log waos hurte 8Sho went with him to Bemiss's office, buv did

not go in. Mre Nowby und sho left McDaniol offe She statcd licDm lel
wone o pood husband,

Chedrman Dosl:y askod tho Pastor for the lMeDaniel family
to como forwnrd,

e Pastor Introduced himsolf as the Reve Spurgeon J.
Mayfiold, He stotod ho had boen a Chaplain in the Army for 3 years
and 8 monthne Ho hed orgenizod a church within the housing arce,
which 1n iIntore=donominationnl, Ho stated ho had known the MeDanisl
funily for 2 yoarse llo has known MeDonilel personally during the
last month or two, oand thuat ho has a good reputations He said the
dny of tho robuory, ho hepponed to bo in the noighborhood and saw
tho exaltomonts Ho droppod into tho MeDenlel home. The children
told him thoy hoed boon robbod. irse McDonlol explained her husband
hud boon sont fors "Sho told me the samo story she told herc today,
and I wos inprossod with her story." 8ho did not scvem excited in any
woye I saw lioDanlol myeolf on lMay 18tn, ho had a bruise on his

ochoelt and his left log wus soro. Ho told mo tho same story he told
horo todays

Jededime dedilededide



BT OF EAST BAY CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS ON POLICE BRUTALITY IN
02KL:HD '
. June 18, 1949

LICE BRUT-LITY TN OAKLAND IS INCREASING AND HAS RE/CHED DANGEROUS
ZO0PORTIONS.

Ozkland has the second largest Negro Population west of the
fississippi River., In some ways it is the center of Negro life and

| getivity on the Test Coast. Yet the Negro citizens of Ozkland live in
prtal fear of the Oakland Police Department, an agency of governnment
U gich is supposed to exist for the protection of all persons, regsrd-
"% jess of race or colore

Scarcely a2 week goes by without a report reaching the offices
of the East Bay Civil Rights Congress of violation of the civil rights
of Negro fLmericans.

L ¥egro will be sitting in a bar, peacefully having a drink
with white companions; &an Oakland police officer will come in, order
the individusls to Ybreak it up" and frequently will arrest the parties
es "arunk.® The justification advanced for such conduct is that it is
necessary for the “protection" of the white person.

L Hegro is arrested on some charge and brought to the City
J=il. Tne booking officers speak to him in insulting terms, If he
protests, he is "worked over,” usually by means of blows or kicks in the
=bdomen or other regions of the anatomy which show no bruises. This
heppened to Helvin Cunningham and Stanly 7ilson, among many others,

% respectable Negro woman is walking peaceably along a2 mein
street. Four boisterous Oakland police officers accost her, ask her,
"wnet have you been doing with your big black belly?™ and send her to
jail for a venereal disease check-up, despite the fact that she has no
history of infection. She is detained three days and released when the
mediczl tests are negative. This happened to Annie Lee Harris.

4 rocky Police officer sees 2 Hegro in front of his own
bouse, orders him indoors at the point of 2 gun, 2nd upon Seeing sever-
a2l other Negroes present, concludes that he is "surrounded" and in
fright and panic, pulls the trigger snd murders an innocent persone

This happened to Andrew Hines.

Such occursgnces are responsible for the development of a
state of tension among the Negro residents of West Ozkland which, un-
less swiftly corrected, can have dongerous repercussions upon the en-

tire cormunity.

he Bay Region have large Negro popula=-
tions, such as Berkeley, tlameda, Vellejo, Richmond and San Francisco.
Yet the incidence of police brutzlity in Oskland is overwhelmingly
greater thon in any of these other communities. In Berkeley, for exam=
ple, complaints of police misconduct are extremely rare. Yhy is it
$het Ozkland is such a painful exception?

(continued)
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II
(00AL AUTHORITIES ARE UNWILLING AND UNABLE TO REMEDY THE SITUATION.

Repeated protests by the Ciyil Rights Congress and other

ommunity organizations have been ineffective in bringing about any im=

ovement in the police brutality situation, Oakland has no Police
pymission, and consequently complaints must be directed at the City
puneil or the Department itself. The Council is prohibited by law

pom interfering with the administration of any of the City departments.
wnsequently, protests concerning police misconduct toward Negroes have
jen referred to the Mayor's Committee on Civic Unity. This Committee
{s completely powerless to do anything effective. It has no permanent
mployees or staff members, has no funds, and does not even have the
official authority to make investigations, let alone order corrective
mesures. In practice, brutality cases referred to the Mayor's Commi=-
ttee have become lost in ineonclusive talk and discussion and have pro=-
duced no results whatsoever. Protests to the Chief of Police are utt-
erly ineffectives The Chief promises to make an investigation, but the
Investigation invariably turns into a whitewash.

Other local measurer against police misconduct are likewise
‘unavailinge Civil suits for damages are worthless because of the prac=-
tical impossibility of getting a judgment against the City or the bond=-
'ed officials of the City, in the absence of proof of personal partici-
'pation in the misconduct by such officials, This condition could, of
' course, be radically changed if police officers were bonded, which is
'not the casce. OCriminal prosecutions against the offending officers
also arec unavailing, because the District Attorney's office, while quick
%o act in the event of an assault by a citizen on a cop, is most reluo=
tant to do anything about the contrary situation.

S

The "investigation" made by the Coroner's Office in connec=-
tion with the Hines killing (the facts of which are set forth in the
accompanying statement) conclusively shows the inadequacy of that in-

‘strumentality.

1 In short, corrective action on a local level has been wholly
| unsuccessful in remedying thc flagrant violations of civil rights by
the Oakland Police Department.

III

THE OAKLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT'S EFFORTS TO EV/DE RESPONSIBILITY FOR
ITS MISCONDUCT. :

The Oakland Police Department has taken a most reckless and
Irresponsible attitude toward the efforts of citizens to clean up the
rotten conditions within the Department. One of the chief methods used
to obscurc the situation 1s that of the "Red Herring." Following a pare
ticularly flagraont case, that of Melvin Cunningham who sustained a bro-
ken bledder at the hands of Oakland Policemen, an untruthful and dis-
forted version of the event was printed in the Oakland Tribune., Later
the gossip column called "The Knave," in the Tribune, alleged that
lice Chief Traey had said that the flood of complaints of police

(continued)
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atelity was a "Communist Plot", as evidenced by the fact that the
jly nowspaper carrying accounts of the opisodes was the Daily Peoples
forld. The.> fact is that none of the commercial newspapers in the

st Bay will print anything about police brutality, oxcopt in most
gusucl circumstances. Furthermore, tho Police Dopartment has attomp~-
ted to frighton those ministors and othor civic minded individuals who
pve joined in the protests by insinuating thot tho whole thing is a
gibricat ion and that they are being made the vietims of "Communist

schemos o

-Therc is roason to belicve that Neogro witnesscs in such
sases as the Hines case¢ have been intimidated into giving statomonts
exonerating the culprits, The Department has made every effort to
gonceal the truth about police brutality, and tho highor officers of
the Department have cm colved it to be their duty to protect tho
guilty persons rather then to attompt to remedy the situation and
bring them to justice.

IV

WHAT CAN BE DONE?
The failure and impotence of the local authoritics in the

: face of the mounting wave of police brutality points to the necessity

of action by some suporior body. The State Logislaturc or appropriate
committeo thoreof can mako an important contribution toward the corr-
cetion of the cvil by launching an investigation into the facts of
policc brutality and making appropriate rocommendations for the protcc=-
tion of citizonse. Such an investigation would help to break the "iron
curtain" dropped by the local newspapers over tho subjoct of police
brutality ond would stimulate local officials into teking remedial
action., Such an investigation is urgently nccessary for tho peace and t
trenquility of the citizons of Ockland and 1s carncstly requested by

the East Bay Civil Rights Congross.



(The appendix attached hereto is not part of the report submitted to
the Committee on Crime and Correction, June 18, 1949, A copy of the
full report has been forwarded to Chairman Kilpatrick)

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS OF REPORT BY MAYOR'S COMMITTEE FOR CIVIC
UNITY TO THE OAKLAND CITY COUNCIL, JUNE 30, 1949.

THE CASE OF MELVIN CUNNINGHAM

A matter in which a Melvin Cunningham was allegedly beaten
by the Oakland Police was brought to the attention of the Commuittee,
but investigation of this case was not pursued because a civil suit
for damages had already been filed against the City, and the Comuittee

thought it would be inadvisable to make an investigation of this case
after the commencement of a law suit,

THE FINDINGS AND CONGLUSIONS IN THE
CASE OF ANDREV L. HINES

From all the evidence before it the Committee has reached
the following conclusions:

ls We believe that Officer Amundsen used poor
Judgment in the handling of the case in not
ascertaining in the first instance whether
Hines was armed, or, if he believed Hines to
be a dangerous individual, in not calling for
assistance, or in not taking steps to protect
himself against Hines by using handcuffs.

2¢ It is our opinion that, particularly in
view of his failure to take the precautions
mentioned in Finding #1, Officer Amundsen shot
prematurely.

3¢« We find that evidence of specific racial
discrimination is lacking.

THE FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS IN THE
CASE OF GEORGE B. MCDANIEL

From all of the evidence before it the Committee has rsached
the following conclusions:

le We belleve thut the evidence indicates an
unjustifiable abuse of a man because of his race;
that Inspector Wood used the language alleged to
have been used and that he used force and intime
idation in order to extract a confession from
MeDaniel.

2. Ve bellieve that at the time of the beating
Inspectors Wood and Murphy believed that MecDanisel
had conspired with Williams in plenning the rob=-
bery, which belief was later disproved, after
further investigation.

3. We believe that Inspector Murphy did not him-
gself use abusive language or force and that he

(cont inued)
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George B. McDaniel

finally indicated his disapproval of In-
spector Wood's conduct,

4. This matter should be referred to the
proper Oakland City Officiels for disci-
plinary action.

CONCLUSIONS FROM THESE CASES

It is the opinion of the Mayor's Committee for Civie Unity
that the information herc under consideration indicates a lack of
proper training of Police Officers in our City and to some extent a
lack of understanding of their relationships with minority groups,

Oackland is not the only city confronted with this problem
as 1is evidenced by the report of the President!'s Committee on Civil
Rights, page 25, in which the statement is made, "We must also report
more widespread and varied forms of official misconduct, These includ-
ed violent physical attacks by police officers on members of minority
groups, use of third degree methods to extort confessions, and brutal-
ity against prisoners,"

Oalzland should be among the forefront of those communities
seeking to creatively solve this problem.'

The first essential in a proper preventlve program is a
professional approach to the problem. Specific orders forbidding the
use of violence, abusive language, or other indications of lack of
proper respect for the rights of all citizens, regardless of race,
color, or crecd, and social or economic status, should be included in
the rules and regulations governing the conduct of Police Officers,
Even more importantly, Policemen should be indoctrinated, as a part
of their training, with the proper attitudes and methods for perform=-
ing their duties in the tense atmospherc which sometimes accompanies
the arrest of members of minority groups. A properly conducted course
of instruction for Police Officers in group relationships has proved
beneficial in several cities. Such & course of study will definitely
improve the relationships between Police Officers and minority groups,
All citlzens are, and of right must be, equal before the law., Race,
color, politics or religion should make no difference in lew enforce-
ment. "We believe that 2 practical study by Police Officers of group
relationships, under capoble and experienced instructors, will tend
to prevent Police incidents involving minority groups. Prejudice
agailnst minority groups always results from fear, insecurity or ignor-
ancee. Few informed and intelligent persons have these prejudices,

The use of force or violence by Police Officers in attempt-

ing to obtain information 1s never justified. It is contrary to the
basec principles of the fundamental laws of our country.

(continued)
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“wtgmui ;jggzor's Commlttee for Civiec Unity)
onclusi

Thils report has been unanimously approved by the C t
mis 30th day of June, 1949. Laiuts y the Comittee,

Respcctfully submitted,

MAYOR'!'S COMMITTEE FOR CIVIC UNITY

By Howard He Desky
Chairman, Howerd H., Desky

Spurgeon Avakian Harold N: Geilstwelt

Helen M. Grant Enrico Dell '0Osso

Jane W, Davis Paul Heide

Marion Chichester Laurence S. Simon

Klvessie Hackshaw Marion Brown

Hachiro Yuasa John Dillingham

(Reve G. Linwood Fauntleroy participated in the 1nvest1ggtion and
deliberations of the Committeo but has neither read or signed the
report bocause he was unavoidably absent from the city on eccount
of his wife's death, at the time the report was prepared.)




